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FORESTS ARE IMPORTANT! 

Why Sustainable Forest Management?

B.3 Reducing deforestation and forest degradation lowers GHG emissions 
…. By providing long-term livelihoods for communities, sustainable forest 

management can reduce the extent of forest conversion to non-forest 
uses (e.g., cropland or settlements). Sustainable forest management aimed 

at providing timber, fibre, biomass, non-timber resources and other
ecosystem functions and services, can lower GHG emissions and can 

contribute to adaptation.

IPCC, Climate and Land report, 2019



Forest certification today, globally

• 13% of global forests are certified
• 28% of industrial round wood production is certified

Source: PEFC & FAO



PEFC, leader of certified forest area
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PEFC – leading global alliance with 
stakeholder engagement in 53 countries

47 Endorsed National 
systems 

National members in 53
countries

More than 20,000
PEFC-certified 

companies in 71
countries

Over 325 million hectares PEFC-certified.

Data as of September 2019



PEFC
International NGO dedicated to Sustainable Forest 
Management and more...

National expectationsPEFC endorsed National Standards

Global expectationsPEFC Sustainability Benchmarks

Environment EconomicSocial

• Development of international standards (Sustainability Benchmarks)

• Assessment & endorsement of national forest certification systems

• Promote market access & market recognition 

• Collaborative impact projects to foster sustainable forestry & livelihoods



140

110 Standard setting
requirements

133

98114192

273 SFM 
requirements

404 CoC
requirements

Revised standards for continuous 
improvement & dialogue with stakeholders

Quality & robust number of 
requirements to meet



Forests & biodiversity
• 80% of terrestial biodiversity is located in forests

• Healthy levels of biodiversity also in turn contributes 
to the productivity of working forests

• On average, a 10% loss in biodiversity leads to a 3% 
loss in productivity and so maintaining biodiversity 
has great economic value.

• Sustainable forest management therefore aims 
(among other things) at balancing biodiversity & 
productivity





Six SFM-related operational criteria
1. Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of forest 

resources and their contribution to the global carbon cycle
2. Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality
3. Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions 

of forests (wood and non-wood)
4. Maintenance, conservation and appropriate 

enhancement of biological diversity in forest 
ecosystems

5. Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of protective 
functions in forest management (notably soil and water)

6. Maintenance or appropriate enhancement of socio-
economic functions and conditions



Balancing planet, people & profit
Ecosystems & biodiversity:
• management shall aim to maintain or increase forests and their ecosystem services 

and maintain or enhance the economic, ecological, cultural and social values of 
forest resources.

• health and vitality of forest ecosystems shall be maintained or enhanced 
• management planning shall aim to maintain, conserve or enhance biodiversity on 

landscape, ecosystem, species and genetic levels
• ecologically important forest areas need to be identified, protected, conserved or set 

aside
• Landscape diversity shall be maintained or restored.

Productivity & economy:
• the capability of forests to produce a range of wood and non-wood forest products 

and services on a sustainable basis shall be maintained.
• forest management planning shall aim to respect all socio-economic functions of 

forest
• management shall promote the long-term health and well-being of communities 

within or adjacent to the forest management area, where appropriate supported by 
engagement with local communities and indigenous peoples.

• management shall give due regard to the role of forestry in local economies. 



Chain of Custody sector scope



UK-Central Point 
of Expertise on 
Timber 

PEFC - Supports the SDGs & is 
accepted globally

European Green 
Public Procurement

NL - TPAC (Timber 
Procurement 
Assessment )



Consumer Survey
Certification labels give most reassurance

4%

11%

22%

27%

32%

35%

53%

Other

Don't know

Media recommendation (e.g. TV, press, newspaper, etc.)

Recommendations of family/friends

The brand

Country of origin (i.e. made in the UK

Label certifying ethical consideration

When purchasing a product or a service, which of the following criteria 
reassure you the most that environmental considerations and 

sustainable development had been taken into account?

Source: PEFC/YouGov Global Consumer Survey  2017



Use the PEFC label 
to reassure consumers on responsible sourcing of 
wood based products across sectors



Sustainable Construction
Joining forces to promote benefits of PEFC-certified timber



Sustainable Packaging



UNHLPF –
Sustainable 
Development
New York July 
2018

Michelle Yeoh –
actress and 
UNDP goodwill 
ambassador

Promoting responsible wood-fiber textiles in 
partnership with UNECE / FAO



PEFC International

Ben Gunneberg – CEO
info@pefc.org 
www.pefc.org

Caring for Forests 
Together

mailto:Fabienne.sinclair@pefc.rog
http://www.pefc.org/
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