Dear IFSA BOARD,

My name is Samuel Opoku Afriyie, a 25-year-old student hailing from Ghana. Currently, I
am pursuing my studies at Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology,
RENARSA where I am deeply engaged in Natural Resources Management. With a fervent
passion for environmental advocacy and a drive to foster global connections within the
forestry community, I am eager to express my interest in becoming a part of the International
Forestry Students' Association (IFSA) as a Regional Representative for the Northern Africa
region.

My journey with IFSA began with my involvement at the local committee (LC) level. As a
member of the Renewable Natural Resources Students Association (RENARSA), I have
actively participated in various initiatives, ranging from tree planting campaigns to
organizing seminars on sustainable forest management. These experiences have not only
deepened my understanding of forestry issues but have also honed my leadership and
teamwork skills.

Furthermore, I have had the privilege of attending Northern Regional Africa Meetings.
Through attending Northern Africa Regional meetings and partner events, I have gained
invaluable insights into the global forestry landscape. These experiences have broadened my
perspectives and instilled in me a profound appreciation for the diverse cultural and
ecological contexts within which forestry operates.

My interest in applying for the Regional Representative position stems from a desire to
further contribute to IFSA's mission on a larger scale. As a Regional Representative, I see an
opportunity to leverage my experiences and skills to facilitate meaningful exchanges and
collaborations among forestry students worldwide. I am particularly drawn to the role's
emphasis on communication and networking, as I believe effective communication is key to
driving positive change in the forestry sector.

In my understanding, the role of Regional Representative entails serving as a bridge between
IFSA and its stakeholders, both internal and external. This involves not only representing the
interests of forestry students but also fostering partnerships with organizations and
institutions aligned with IFSA's objectives. Additionally, Regional Representative plays a
crucial role in coordinating activities within the Local committees and region ensuring
smooth functioning and collaboration among team members.

Looking ahead, my overarching goal for the Northerm Africa is to enhance the visibility and
impact of Northern Africa on a global scale. To achieve this, I plan to focus on strengthening
Northern Regional Africa’s online presence through social media campaigns and virtual
events, thereby reaching a wider audience and engaging more students in our initiatives.
Moreover, I aim to promote diversity and inclusivity within Northem Africa and IFSA,
ensuring that voices from all corners of the globe are heard and represented in our discussions
and decision-making processes.

In terms of required skills, I believe my experiences have equipped me with the necessary
attributes to excel in the role of Regional Representative. From my time in IFSA at both the
local and regional levels, I have developed strong communication, leadership, and
organizational abilities. Moreover, my background in Natural Resources Management has
provided me with a solid foundation in environmental science and policy, which I can apply
to address the complex challenges facing the forestry sector.



In conclusion, I am deeply committed to IFSA's vision of empowering young people to
become active agents of change in the field of forestry. As a Regional Representative, [ am
eager to contribute my skills and perspectives to advance IFSA's mission and make a positive
impact on the global forestry community.

Thank you for considering my application.
Warm regards, Samuel Opoku Afriyie



